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The application of alfalfa bioactive phytochemicals to animal husbandry
XIA Su-yin, YAN Xue-bing, WAGN Cheng-zhang, Li Hai-yan
(College of Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine, Henan Agricultural University,
Henan Zhengzhou 450002, China)

Abstract: Alfalfa shoots have multiple bioactive phytochemicals and unidentified growth factors, and

the secondary metabolites of alfalfa shoots have many bioactive phytochemicals. The many bioactive

components, including leaf protein, saponin, flavonoid, polysaccharide, and dietary fiber, of alfalfa

shoots were summarized in this paper. After discussion on effectiveness of these bioactive components

shoots on livestock production, this study proposed that the bioactive phytochemicals of alfalfa shoots

played an important role in the development of animal husbandry healthily.

Key words: alfalfa; bioactive phytochemicals; animal husbandry



